Discretionary Funds & How to Use Them…..

There are a number of sources of funding, which can be accessed by case managers to meet the needs of their clients.

The following is a list of funding sources the Disability case management team use; their eligibility criteria; how to apply; and examples of what each source has funded.

ROTARY CLUB (Ph:  9654 5872 – Information Service)

There is a Rotary club representative in most suburbs.  To obtain the contact details of the secretary/chairperson in the local area of where your client resides, please call the above number.  

Call the Rotary representative and discuss request and ask if the club would consider contributing to this cost.  If they feel that it is a reasonable request, they will require a letter outlining the client’s situation and the funding request.  It is recommended that you include a copy of the quote and a therapist support letter where possible.

Items previously funded include: ceiling hoist, ramps, top-up to wheelchairs, specialised seating/table and short-term therapy.

IAN & NELL ENCOURAGEMENT FUND (Ph:  9690 8539)

This fund is financed by Ian & Nell.  It is once off funding, preferably less than $1500.  Ian & Nell want the case manager to demonstrate that they have exhausted all options before applying to their fund.  They also like working in partnership with other organisations to cover the cost of the item.

Who’s eligible?

An organisation endorsed by the ATO as “Deductible Gift recipients”.  The application must be made by an employee of this organisation.  They provide assistance to those in circumstances whereby a small financial contribution could make a significant difference to their lives.

How to apply?

· Client consent form & application form.

· Support letter from case manager & whenever possible, a therapist.

· Copy of the quote.

They usually provide a quick response & send the cheque to the organisation (EG cheque is addressed to MCM.  The cheque is banked and a receipt is sent to Ian & Nell).

Items previously funded include: Computers, trampolines, wheelchairs (no longer inclined to fund this), ramps and shower chairs.

VARIETY CLUB (Ph:  8698 3900)

Fully committed for 2009

View website for change in status on applications announcements http://www.varietyvic.org.au/howtogethelp 
The Variety club is committed to improving the lives of children with special needs.  The funds are targeted towards items that benefit the child.

How to apply?

· Complete the application form 

· Provide 2 quotes

· Support letters

The Variety club hold monthly meetings, however, there is no guarantee that the application will be reviewed at the next meeting after you submit the application.  Therefore, it’s important to provide as much information as possible & to detail the urgency of the application.

Items previously funded include: bathroom modifications and ramps.

They do not fund mobility aids (eg w/chairs and hoists) and computers.

THE WALTER & ELIZA HALL TRUST 

View website for details http://www.thesurvivalfund.org.au/ApplyForAssistance/ 

The Walter & Eliza Hall Trust – The Survival Fund may consider funding items that are considered necessary for the person’s health and well being.  They view their trust as the last resort for financial assistance.

How to apply?

· Complete the application form
· Copy of quote
· Support letter from c/m and therapist (where possible)
Applications are considered and processed weekly.  A response is usually provided within 10 days.  The cheque is made payable to the organisation sponsoring the application.

Items previously funded include: Ramps and w/chairs.

ARTHUR MARSDEN WHITING SYMPATHY FUND

View website for details http://www.eqt.com.au/not-for-profit-organisations/grants/trust-list/trustdetail.aspx?ID=30 
The Arthur Marsden Whiting Sympathy fund provides financial assistance to people with a physical disability.

How to apply?

· Complete the application form

· Provide support letters

· Copy of quote

Grants can be up to $3000.00 per applicant within a 12 month period.  Payments are made on a quarterly basis and sent to the practitioner who completed the application.  The cheque is made out to the supplier.

THE PSYCHIATRIC ILLNESS & INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES DONATION TRUST FUND

(Ph:  9096 8000)

June 2009:  There is a delay in the roll out of the Electronic Version of PIIDDTF, could Case Managers please hold off on sending any applications until further notice. If the application is extremely urgent and cannot wait, please contact the PIIDDTF Trust Fund Line on 9096 8000
View website for details http://www.health.vic.gov.au/mentalhealth/pmc/piiddtf.htm 
The funds are for people who have a psychiatric illness & an intellectual disability.

How to apply?

· Complete the application form

· Provide support letters

· Copy of quote

Trust fund can approve up to $1000.  

Items previously funded include:  ramps & w/chairs, client holidays/camps.

REGIONAL DISABILITY SUPPORT INITIATIVE (RDSI)

September 2009:  This Fund has been under Review by Disability Client Services.  The draft version of the Guidelines, which has not yet been endorsed, has incorporated the principle of allocating funds on a quarterly basis in order to ensure we maximise equitable funding and ensure management of RDSI resources optimally across the financial year.  But RDSI will consider urgent applications.  The revised and endorsed guidelines and application form will be circulated by Disability Client Services in due course.   
RDSI funding is managed through Disability Client services.    The aim of the initiative is to provide short term one off support by providing resources to people with a disability.  

How to apply?

· Complete an application form 

· Copy of quote

· Support letters

Items previously funded include: modified bikes, ramps, bathroom modifications and widening of door ways.

CARERLINKS NORTH (Ph:  9495 2555)

Carer Flexible Funding Pool 

See website for description

http://www.merrichs.org.au/Pages/CarerFlexibleFundingPool.aspx 
See website for further details http://www.merrichs.org.au/Pages/CommonwealthRespiteandCarelinkCentreCarerLinksNorth.aspx 
Carerlinks North provides short-term support to carers which may include: 

· Emergency respite

· Massages for the carer

· Financial contribution to low cost equipment, continence products, family holidays within Victoria, holiday programs.

Appear to be more flexible on the type of support provided and amount of funds available when client not in receipt of case management with brokerage.

How to apply?

· For new referrals, complete the SCOTT tool.

· If the family is already registered with Carerlinks, you will only need to fax a request in writing.  It is always helpful to provide as much information as possible, which may include a quote and support letters.

Carerlinks North:  YOUNGER CARER’S PROGRAM

This program acknowledges the needs of siblings, who take on a caring role for their siblings who have a disability.  

Apply through the same process.

Items previously funded include: Computers through Green PC, yearly MET tickets, short term respite.

SMITH FAMILY LEARNING FOR LIFE PROGRAM (Ph:  9473 4338)

View website for details http://www.thesmithfamily.com.au/site/page.cfm?u=9 
The program aims to provide students an opportunity at getting the best from their schooling.  Students have the opportunity to receive a scholarship through to yr 12 and possibly beyond.  Scholarship payments are made to assist families to pay for educational expenses such as uniforms, school shoes, stationery, school camps, books, etc.  There are 2 payments per yr and the amount depends on the school level and time of the year.

How to apply?  Complete the application form and forward to the Smith Family.

HOME WISE APPLIANCE AND INFRASTRUCTURE GRANT 

(Previously know as the Capital Grants Program) (Ph:  9096 5158)

View website for details http://www.dhs.vic.gov.au/concessions/entitlements/view-all/hardship/home-wise 
Once off capital grants offered to those facing financial hardship to replace or repair of fixed or non-fixed appliances.

How to apply?

· Please refer to website 
MORTGAGE RELIEF SCHEME

Office of Housing – Department of Human Services

View website for details http://www.housing.vic.gov.au/home-owners-assistance/mortgage-relief 

BESEN FAMILY FOUNDATION

View website for details http://www.besenfoundation.org.au/ 

ROBERT ROSE FOUNDATION

View website for details http://www.independenceaustralia.com/information/the-robert-rose-foundation/ 

PETER BROCK FOUNDATION GRANTS

View website for details http://www.peterbrockfoundation.com.au/index.php?pgid=14 
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